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homesteads. He thus not only laid a heavy tas; on the property
of the village folk, but also inspired them with fear and anxiety
for their lives. Thus when such and such a village was infested
by a plague of tigers, its dwellings would gradually become
deserted and its fields left fallow unless the plague oould ba
stayed, The policy of the Government provided wisely that the
people should be without arms altogether or very slightly armed.
Thus the villagers had but little means of resisting their feline
enemy, and very properly looked to the British sportsman, or
still more to the Government, to rid them of the pest. With
so many inducements offered in this way, the sporting tastes
of the resident English were much cultivated; and almost
every -military officer, magistrate, revenue collector, or other
official, took part in field sports tending to the destruction of
wild animals. Among them were several men whose names
will be commemorated by the chroniclers of sport in the East.
The destruction thus effected, however, would not alone have
sufficed, and the Government offered rewards graduated on
a scale proportionable to the mischief of which each kind of
animal was considered to be capable, so much for the destruc-
tion of a tiger, so much for that of a leopard, so muoh for that
of a wolf, and so on. Some of these animals occasionally
prayed upon man, and a " man-eater " soon acquired an infamy
which rendered his destruction necessary at the earliest possibly
TOonnonWso a greatly enhanced reward was set upon his head
by the Government schedule of rewards, '*< Man-eaters " were
as a rule intensely cunning and stealthy, but sometimes they
shewed audacity. For instance, one of them dashed into a
marriage procession and carried off his victim. A servant of
mine was seized on the line of march; and again, a man was
killed thus in my encampment.

Native huntsmen called "Shikaris" had always existed
in these Provinces; and this useful class set themselves
more systematically than ever to their business, deriving
good wages from it in the shape of rewards for animals
killed. So large was the number shewn in the returns of
the animals thus destroyed, that once the Government of